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MONTENEGRO

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Montenegro Institutional Development and Agricultural Strengthening Project (MIDAS)
Request for Expressions of Interest
for

Individual Consultant for engagement in information collecting and processing for the needs of the Land Degradation Focal Area - Portfolio Monitoring and Assessment Tool (GEF Tracking Tool)
Loan No: 7716-ME
Reference No. MNE-MIDAS-7716-ME-IC-CS-14-2.1.a.6.1.
This Invitation for expression of interests follows the General Procurement Notice for this Project that appeared in Development Business, issue no. February 5, 2009

The Government of Montenegro has received a loan in the amount of EUR 11 million (US$15.7) equivalent from the International Bank for Reconstruction Development (IBRD) and from the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund, GEF, in the amount of US$ 4 million toward the cost of the Montenegro Institutional Development and Agricultural Strengthening Project (MIDAS) and it intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments  under the Contract for Individual Consultant for engagement in information collecting and processing for the needs of the Land Degradation Focal Area - Portfolio Monitoring and Assessment Tool (GEF Tracking Tool).
The objective of the assignment is to do monitoring of the environmental impact/evaluation of the GEF related project’s activities in order to fulfill GEF’s requirements such as GEF Tracking Tool.  In frame of the MIDAS project is necessary to do a Portfolio level monitoring of GEF investments is conducted annually based on outcome indicators and targets set out in each focal area results-based framework. This requires information on key indicators at the project level that are amenable to aggregation. We expect that all the information required will essentially represent the project baseline for monitoring and eventually for impact assessment at project closure. 

Regarding to the above mentioned, particular importance to the project and the benefit expected of this assignment refers to the evaluation of the project, ie to help evaluate the project, including aspects of climate change mitigation and adaptation.

The Land Degradation Focal Area Portfolio Monitoring and Assessment Tool (PMAT) is a means to capture the necessary data and information during project design and implementation. The data will be used to:

· Demonstrate GEF’s catalytic role as a strategic partner for implementing/up-scaling SLM interventions to combat land degradation, specifically desertification and deforestation

· Monitor GEBs from GEF investments in production systems (agricultural, rangelands, and forest landscapes), including multi-focal area synergies involving biodiversity, international waters, and climate change 

· Report effectively and reliably on GEF financing for implementation of the UNCCD by Parties, including the 10-year Strategy

· Enhance portfolio level management and accountability for the LDFA
Consultant will be responsible to perform all activities related to fulfill requirements for GEF tracking tool (http://www.thegef.org/gef/node/4403) and prepare proposal for guidelines for collecting required data GTT (GEF Tracking Tool) in Montenegro.

The assignment will have duration of 5 months and the required level of inputs is estimated to a total of twenty (20) working days deployed in a several missions on-site. The consultant will undertake several missions, and dynamics and arrangement of the missions will be agreed in the phase of negotiations.
The MARD through Technical Service Unit (TSU) now invites eligible individual consultants to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services (CV, brochures, description of similar assignments performed, experience in similar conditions, etc.). Individual consultants may be offered through firms or other organizations, but the qualifications of the individual consultant will be the basis for selection.

Evaluation criteria are following:  
	Criteria
	Points

	Essential qualifications
	

	University Diploma – Master of Science - agricultural sciences (animal husbandry, food technology, agricultural economics, etc), environmental sciences, natural resource management or veterinary medicine or equivalent);
	Mandatory

	At least 5 (five) years of working experience in the field of agriculture or environmental protection; 

In-depth experience related to soil degradation and prevention of erosion;
	Mandatory

	Fluency in English language and strong oral and written communication
	Mandatory

	In-depth experience related to soil degradation and prevention of erosion;
	20

	Professional experience focused on ecologically friendly agricultural production/sustainable agriculture i.e. agricultural development and environmental protection;
	10

	Excellent experience related to recent developments of results managements /tracking tools and monitoring and evaluation programs, especially those considering GEF;
	20

	Preferable qualifications 
	

	Experience in ecologically friendly agricultural, soil preservation, plant production and livestock production practices;
	10

	-Experience in designing and reviewing results framework /tracking tools in the field of GEF facilities;
	20

	-Experience in the field of GEF/EU/WB regulatory framework considering fields of agriculture, (agri)- environment for livestock production and product processing as well as agro-environmental measures.
	10

	Experience in evaluation of the projects (preferably WB projects), would be significant in order to help in preparing the project for the evaluation. This mainly relates to the fields of agriculture (agri) - environment, GEF funded activities, and other relevant fields.
	10


Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below from 9-15 hours local time.
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants [under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants] by World Bank Borrowers (edition May 2004, revised October 2006) (“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Individual Consultant (IC) method set out in the Consultant Guidelines.

Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or by mail, or by fax) by September 29, 2014, 17,00h local time. 
Ministry of Finance

Technical Service Unit

Attn: Mirko Ljesevic, Procurement officer
Address: Jovana Tomasevica b.b. (Stara zgrada Vlade)
81000 Podgorica, 

Crna Gora

Tel: +382 20 201-695
Fax: +382 20 201-698

e-mail mirko.ljesevic@mif.gov.me 
